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The Republic of Tajikistan came into
being in late 1991 as a state with no
historical precedent, after centuries of
Russian rule and Turkic dominance. Since
then, the Tajik political establishment has
sought to create a new national identity
for Tajiks, while navigating between their
Iranian heritage, Islamic tradition and
the challenges of a post-Soviet Central
Asia. Where is Tajikistan headed—and
what can we learn from this about
contemporary Central Asia in general?

Join us for a farewell
| , e reception following the
b . lecture.

Wednesday, November 15
3-4 p.m.
Farzaneh Hall, Room 145

| Middle East, focusing on how societies use s (A UNIVERSITY o OKLAHOMA

| religion, memory and conflict to define and College of International Studies
maintain their identities. He has taught at ~ FARZANEH FAMILY CENTER
the University of Oklahoma since 2012 and is for [RANIAN and PEISIAN GULE STUDIES

"“ 3 - & ﬂ also an Assistant Professor at Shalem College
: /i" in Jerusalem. For more information or accommodation on the
¥ basis of disability, contact Marjan Seirafi-Pour,
Director of Outreach Programs,
at marjan@ou.edu.

‘ 'l‘\ ‘ 'er"' X Dr. Lewental is a cultural historian of the
i 1 i




