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TWELVE YEARS IN AFGHANISTAN:
WHAT HAS THE U.S. MILITARY LEARNED?

LINDA ROBINSON
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U.S. Marines dismount from a CH-53D Sea Stallion helicopter in Helmand province’s Nawa district, Afghanistan, Aug. 26, 2009. The Marines,
assigned to Regimental Combat Team 3, are conducting counterinsurgency operations with Afghan forces in southern Afghanistan. U.S. Marine
Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Jeremy Harris

Linda Robinson is a senior international policy analyst at the RAND Corporation. Her areas

of expertise include national security strategy, international affairs, U.S. foreign policy, security
force assistance, joint force development, special operations forces, irregular warfare and stability
operations. She has worked in South Asia, Iraq, the Middle East, and Latin America as a journalist
and researcher. She was senior adviser to the AFPAK Center at USCENTCOM (2010-11). She is
the author of One Hundred Victories: Special Ops and the Future of American Warfare (2013), Tell Me How
This Ends (2008), Masters of Chaos (2004), and Intervention or Neglect (1991). She is also on the board of
> the National Defense University, chair of the Army War College board, and a senior fellow at Joint
Special Operations University.
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