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Cory serves as the Solon E. Summerfield Distinguished Professor in the Department of 
Pharmaceutical Chemistry and in the Department of Chemical and Petroleum 
Engineering at The University of Kansas. He has co-founded and served in executive 
positions for four companies: Savara Pharmaceuticals (NASDAQ: SVRA), Orbis 
Biosciences, Orion BioScience, and Bond Biosciences. Cory’s various roles have 
included responsibilities for strategy, R&D, IP, and manufacturing.  He has worked as 
an Entrepreneur-in-Residence at Sofinnova Ventures and has consulted extensively for 
the pharmaceutical industry.  He received MS and PhD degrees from the Department 
of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering at the University of Illinois in Urbana-
Champaign and a BS degree in Chemical Engineering from Iowa State University in 
Ames.   
 
Much to my dismay, most of the research for my graduate thesis was sponsored by 
industry.  But, it was through this experience I discovered the value of working with 
industry.  I had a ‘sneak peek’ of the complexities leading to a pharmaceutical 
product.  At The University of Kansas, I have had the opportunity to continue working 
with industry and to co-found several companies.  This talk will briefly offer stories 
leading to new companies and industry collaborations highlighting successes, failures, 
and a few lessons learned. 
 


